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Transplanting of crop cafeteria under DAO Morigaon 
On February 17, 2022, ceremonial transplanting of crop cafeteria 
for the season Boro 2021-22 was organized by DAO Morigaon. A 
total of 5 crop cafeteria demonstrations were allotted to DAO 
Morigaon. This was the first transplanting of the season. The 
program was organized in the field of farmer Dadul Ali, a 
resident of Losonabar village under Kapili development block of 
Morigaon district. Ten selected varieties for the cafeteria were 
BINA Dhan 10, BINA Dhan 11, BINA Dhan 17, DRR Dhan 44, DRR 
Dhan50, CR Dhan 311, Joymoti, Kanaklata, Lal Ganga and PAN 
816. Nursery sowing of seed was done on January 17, 2022. 
One-month old seedlings were transplanted after seedling root 
dip treatment with biopesticide ‘vertigo’. The plot size for each 
variety is 10 m x 20 m =200 sq m and transplanting was done 
maintaining a line x plant spacing of 20cm x 15cm. The program 
was graced by the presence of Ms. Binita Barman, Nodal Officer, 
APART, Morigaon district, Mrs. Subhashree Borthakur, BTM 
Kapili Block, Mr. Firuj Phukan, RT, APART. 

 
Contributors: 

 

 
MrsSubhasreeBorthakur, BTM 

CSS_ATMA, Kapili Block, Morigaon 
Dr Kasturi Goswami, Junior Researcher, 

 IRRI, APART 

 
Field Testing of Rice Knowledge Bank conducted by KVK Sonitpur 

 
A training-cum-field testing of Rice Knowledge Bank (RKB) mobile application was held under APART at Krishi 

Vigyan Kendra,  Sonitpur. The training was attended  by nearly thirty five undergraduate students of fourth year under 
Rural Agricultural Work Experience Programme (RAWEP). Addressing the participants, Dr. Arifa M Begum, Incharge & 
Head, Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Sonitpur stressed on the importance of RKB application for students and farmers for proper 
technical guidance of crop establishment methods. She further stated that Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Sonitpur will provide all 
sorts of technical guidance and help  to the farmers and students in building a stronger farming community in the district. 
Dr. Roji Chutia, Subject Matter Specialist of Agronomy and Nodal Officer of APART, KVK Sonitpur welcomed the 
participants and advised them to learn proper scientific cultivation practices. Mr. Dibyarishi Bhattacharjya, Junior 
Researcher, IRRI also provided technical guidance to the farmers regarding proper scientific production and post harvest 
management technologies in order to increase yield and income of the farming community. He also stressed on bridging 
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the yield gap between research and practice in rice production by using this digital extension service which provides 
practical knowledge solutions for small scale farmers of Assam. The programme was also attended by Dr. Prakash Chandra 
Bora, District Agriculture Officer cum Joint Director of Sonitpur district.. During his lecture, he highlighted the importance 
of such applications for farmers and students for establishing resource-efficient crop establishment methods. He also 
stressed on adoption of mechanisation in farming to increase the income of the farmers. A field testing of the mobile 
application was also conducted towards the end of the programme where the participants were given specific tasks to 
perform after browsing the mobile application. They were made aware of different technologies and tools available in the 
application like production technology of stress tolerant rice varieties, marketing system, etc. Ms. Rupsikha Goswami, 
APS, APART, Mr Goutam Borah, Mr Debajit Bhuyan and Mr Rajib Sahu, Research Technicians of APART at KVK Sonitpur 
also actively participated in the training programme and assisted in guiding the participants in using the RKB mobile 
application. The participants were very satisfied with such training programme and provided their valuable feedback at 
the end. 
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Rupsikha Goswami, APS(APART), KVK Sonitpur 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Three-day Training on Mat-type Nursery and Mechanical Transplanter by 

involving Manufacturers by KVK, Kokrajhar 
A three-day training programme was organized on February 9th, 10th and 11th of 2022 on Mat-type Nursery, and 
Mechanical Transplanter by involving manufacturers at Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Kokrajhar in collaboration with International 
Rice Research Institute (IRRI) under Assam Agribusiness & Rural Transformation Project (APART). A total of 20 members 
each from two Custom Hiring Centres (CHCs) namely Milon Self Help Group Custom Hiring Centre, and Luit Custom Hiring 
Centre.The programme started with the welcome address by Miss Shilpi Devi Borah, Project Associate, APART, KrishiVigyan 
Kendra, Kokrajhar. Dr. Manoj Kumar Bhuyan, Senior Scientist and Head, KrishiVigyan Kendra, Kokrajhar, explained the 
objective of the training and also described the importance of mat-type nursery and mechanical transplanter in modern 
paddy cultivation practice. Before starting the training, a pre-training evaluation was given to the participants to know the 
status of their knowledge about mat-type nursery and mechanical transplanter. Dr.Vipin Kumar, Specialist, IRRI, arranged 
an interactive session with the participants and described step by step procedure regarding nursery bed preparation, seed 
sowing, and procedure of transplanting by using mechanical transplanter. Dr Kumar also explained about various parts of 
transplanter (both walk-behind type and riding type), the method of transplanting, business opportunity and and its repair 
and maintenance.Mr.Pradyummna Kumar Mohapatra (Research Technician), Miss Shilpi Devi Borah, P.A, APART, 
Mr.SwgwmsarBasumatary, APS, APART including the farmers prepared a dry bed mat-type nursery with the guidance of Dr. 
Kumar.On the second day, Mr. Ravi Prakash, company technician and Dharmendra Das, Mechanic, demonstrated all the 
parts of walk-behind type of paddy transplanter along with its repairing and maintenance and the working principle of 
transplanting during the programme. The participants tried their hands on operating the transplanter and engaging 
themselves in adjusting different parts of the machine. On the third day, the participants transplanted half bigha of land 
with the help of walk-behind type of mechanical transplanter assisted by Mr.Ravi Prakash(company technician) and 
Dharmendra Das (Mechanic). All the participants were actively involved in the demonstration. The training ended with a 
vote of thanks. 
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Rice Value Chain Demonstration held at Ghurabandha, Jorhat 
A Rice Value Chain Demonstration was organized 

by KVK Jorhat on 17th Feb 2022 at Ghurabandha, Jorhat. 
Introductory speechand overview of APART and its 
objectives were discussed by PolashSaikia  -Research 
Technician APART. During the training IRRI expert pointed 
out the approach of value chain in Assam and referred it 
to as of the most successful methods for linking farmers to 
markets that can emerge in the upcoming 
harvestingseason in the agriculture sector in value chain 
approach. This method not only assists farmers, but takes 
a system view with support all along a chain of interested 
actors who work together to improve their marketing 
prospects. Various benefits of value chain machineries like 
portable rice mill, dry grinding machine, puffing machine, 
flaking machine was discussed among the farmers and live 
videos was also shown to the participants.   

During the training value chain activities were also discussed which mainly includes:  Input supply, Farm production, Post-
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harvest handling and processing, Production and handling technologies, grading, packing, storage and transportation 
technologies. Hands on training on usage of Superbag and Dry grinding Machine was given to the participants. Moisture 
content of the paddy during harvesting, milling and storage was also shown to the farmers with the help of Digital Grain 
Moisture meter. The participants were eager to use the value chain machineries that were shown during the training 
programme. The training was ended with vote of thanks given byJiten Das- RT, KVK Jorhat 

Contributor: 
SaurajyotiBaishya, Specialist, PH&RVC, IRRI 

 
 

 
 

Two-day Training on Postharvest Management of Rice for Extension 
Functionaries and Progressive Farmers 

A two-day training programme on postharvest management of rice for extension functionaries and progressive 
farmers was organized under APART by KVK Kokrajhar  on February 14-15, 2022. A total 22 numbers of farmers including 
2 ATMs and 1 BTM from ATMA, Kokrajhar participated in the training programme.The programme started with a welcome 
address by Miss Shilpi Devi Borah, Project Associate, APART, Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Kokrajhar, Dr. Manoj Kumar Bhuyan, 
Senior Scientist and Head, Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Kokrajhar, explained the objective of the training and also delivered a 
short lecture regarding postharvest operations of rice. Before starting the training, a pre-training evaluation was given to 
the participants to know the status of their knowledge about postharvest operations and machineries involved after 
harvesting.  Dr. Suryakanta Khandai, Associate scientist, IRRI, arranged an interactive session with the participants and 
described about different machineries and their working principles to the farmers related to postharvest operations like 
IRRI super bag, storage house, moisture meter, reaper, rice mill, etc. Mr. Akhoy Jyoti Bharadwaj (Junior Researcher, IRRI) 
and Mr. Pradyummna Kumar Mohapatra (Research Technician) demonstrated the IRRI super bag, rice mill, reapers and 
moisture meter during the training programme. The participants actively participated in the demonstration. A pre- and 
post-training evaluation was carried out to know the status of their knowledge after completion of the training 
programme. Feedback were collected from all the participants to know how much they got benefited from the training 
programme.The training concluded with a vote of thanks by Miss Shilpi Devi Borah, Project Associate, KVK, Kokrajhar. 

  
Contributors: 

   

Shilpi Devi Borah, 
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Wet DSR demonstration in Morigaon 
In the ongoing Boro season, KVK Morigaon was assigned four numbers of wet DSR demonstrations under IRRI-supported 
activities. A practical demonstration on wet DSR was conducted for four ha of land in different locations of Morigaon 
district. A two ha demonstration with varieties BINA Dhan 11 and DRR 44 was planned in Junbeel village under Mayong 
block. The demonstration was conducted in the field of farmers Mr. Diganta Bordoloi and Mr. Prakhanta Konwar. Another 
demonstration was planned in the field of Mr. Meghnath Bordoloi of Gauripur village with variety BINA Dhan 11 and the 
third demo was laid out in the field of Mr. Lakhi Das of Duimari village under Bhurbandha block of Morigaon. The 
demonstrations were conducted under the technical guidance of Mr. Sanju Borgohain, APS with the help of RTs and local 
farmers. The land was thoroughly ploughed, levelled and excess water was removed before sowing of pre-soaked seeds. 
The farmers were delighted to see the technology where very less time is required to sow a ha of land and are hopeful 
that the technology will reduce their cost of cultivation. 

  
Contributors: 

 

 
 

 

Dr. Kasturi Goswami 
Junior Researcher, 

IRRI, APART 

Mr. Sanju Borgohain 
APS, APART 

KVK Morigaon 
 

Training Session held on "Rice Value Chain" by KVK, Jorhat 
To help and motivate the farmers in strengthening the value chain of rice by recieving adequate technical knowledge, Krishi 
Vigyan Kendra (KVK) Jorhat under the aegis of Assam Agribusiness and Rural Transformation Project (APART) organised a 
training on "Rice Value Chain" at Amtal village of Jorhat on February 14, 2022 with the technical support of International 
Rice Research Institute (IRRI). The programme began with a welcome address by Ms Brishti Saikia, Assistant Project 
Scientist, APART, where she briefed about the importance of the project activities and introduced the resource persons of 
the training session.  Sr. Scientist & Head, KVK, Jorhat, Dr. Sanjay Borthakur, addressed the participants & elaborated on the 
importance of FPCs in strengthening the value chain and attaining market linkages by active participation of their members. 
 
This was followed by an interactive session by Dr. Samiran Bhattacharya (SMS, Agronomy) where he urged the participants 
to actively focus on grabbing the market opportunity in the local market by channelizing their available agricultural produce 
such as paddy by focusing on its processing, packaging, etc. 
 
The technical session was then started by Post-harvest Specialist,IRRI , Mr. SaurajyotiBaishya. He extensively taught about 
the several benefits and use of different Post-harvest machineries such as Paddy Thresher, Reaper, Solar Bubble Dryer, Rice 
Mill, Dry Grinding Machine, Puffing Machine, etc., the utilisation of which can strongly help in strengthening the rice value 
chain by augmenting processing of the agricultural produce, especially paddy. He also enlightened the farmers about the 
procedure of supplying paddy for government procurement at current MSP rate so that the farmers earn remunerative 
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price by selling of paddy. Besides, he provided hands-on training on the use of IRRI super bag for effective storage and also 
on the digital moisture meter to measure the moisture content of their paddy. Mr. Baishya with the help of Research 
Technicians of APART Mr Palash Saikia and Mr Jiten Saikia extended a demonstration of the Dry Grinding Machine. 
 
The active participation of the farmers and their positive feedbacks made  the training a grand scuccess. 

  
 

Contributor: 
Brishti Saikia 

Assistant Project Scientist, APART 
KVK, Jorhat 
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